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Thespacingbetweengrass,shrubs,andtreesis crucialto reducethe spreadof
wildfire. The spacingneededis determinedby the type and sizeof the shrubs
andtrees,aswell asthe slope of the land. For example,a property on a steep
slope with largerplant life will require greaterspacingetweentreesandshrubs
thanalevelpropertythat hassmall,sparsevegetation.

REQUIRED

Remove all tree branches at
least 6 feet from the ground.

If shrubs are under trees, additional N\
vertical space is needed. Lack of vertical 4 = =
space can allow a fire to move from the £ R =

e

N

ground to the shrubs to the treetops like *

aladder. 6 FOOT -
MINIMUM 4

CLEARANCE

RECOMMENDED

Fire-safe landscapingi stnecessarily the same thing as a well-maintained
yard. Fire-safe landscaping uses fire-resistant plants that are strategically
planted toresist the spread of fire to your home.

The good news is that you d o tmeed to spend a lot of money to make
your landscape fire-safe. Also, fire-safe landscaping can increase your
property value and conserve water while beautifying your home. For N
more information on fire-safe landscaping, visit:
ReadyF orWildfire.org/landscaping

MINI MUM VERTICAL SPACING
BETWEEN TREES AND SHRUBS

To determine the proper vertical space between shrubs and
the lowest branches of trees, use the formula below.
Example:

A five-foot shrub is growing near a tree.

3 x 5 =15 feet of clearance needed between the top of the
shrub and the lowest tree branches.




DEFENSIBLE SPACE

Creating and maintaining defensible space is essential for increasing your h o mechasce
of surviving a wildfire. | t thesbuffer that homeowners are required to create on their
property between a structure and the plants, brush and trees or other items surrounding
the structure that could catch fire. This space is needed to slow the spread of wildfire and
improves the safety of firefighters defending your home.

Two zones make up the required 100 feet of defensible space:

ZONE 1 Extends 30 feet out from ZONE 2f Extends 30 to 100 feet from
buildings, decks, and other structures buildings and other structures
1 Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds. 8 Cut or mow annual grass down to a

2 Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles maximum height GSS RIS

from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 9 Create horizontal spacing between native

3 Remove dead branches that hang over shrubs- (Seedisdieiy

your roof. And keep branches 10 feet 10 Create vertical spacing between grass,
away from your chimney. shrubs andtrees. (See diagram)

4 Relocate exposed woodpiles outside of 11 Remove fallenleaves, needles, twigs, bark,
Zone 1 unless they are completely covered cones, and small branches. However, they
in a fire resistant material. may be permitted to a depth of 4 inches if

erosion control is anissue.
5 Remove or prune flammable plants and

shrubs near windows.

6 Remove vegetation and items that could
catch fire from around and under decks.

7 Create a separation between trees, shrubs
and items that could catch fire, such as
patio furniture, swing sets, etc.

Each year, fire departments HERE & SHOW TO DO portable, gasoline-powered
respond to hundreds of fires |T THERIGHT WAY : equipment. This includes
started by Californians using tractors, harvesters, chainsaws,
equipment the wrong way. If Mowing weed-trimmers and mowers.

you live in a wildland area, all
equipment must be used with Metal blades striking rocks Keep the exhaust

DA GEET can create sparks and start system, spark arresters

fires in dry grass. Use and mower in proper
Lawn mowers, metal-bladed caytion. working order and free

trimmers, chain saws, grinders, of carbon buildup.
welders, and tractors can all ;
start a wildland fire if not used

properly. Do your part to keep |n wildland areas, spark
your community fire-safe. arresters are required on all

Spark arresters Use the recommended :
grade of fuel,
top it off.







